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LampLighters

PO Box 867 / Lewiston, MI 49756

www.lamplightersnet.org
Meeting Minutes September 14, 2004

In attendance: Art Raske, Dell Bolser, Muriel Moore, Patty Aarons, Ruth Munger, Diane Tenbush, Lynn Marson

Art opened meeting.  Diane Turnbush was welcomed & introductions were made.  Art announced that, effective immediately, he was resigning as president.  Dell Bolser agreed to become president & Lynn Marson agreed to become vice president & take minutes. The August 3rd minutes were read & approved.
Dell provided an overview of LampLighters.  Diane told the group about her experience with 0-3 year olds, 3-7 year olds, Even Start, Early Head Start (Alpena representative attends PTO meetings & provides handouts), Early On & Tapestry programs.  It was suggested that LampLighters become a resource about existing programs, e.g., Head Start, Early Head Start, etc., that are available for families to use.
Books for Babies was discussed.  This existing program is a joint effort of the Friends of Lewiston Library & LampLighters.  A packet is given to new parents in the Lewiston area by the Health Department.  It includes a book, an article on the importance of reading to children, baby’s first library card & a bib.  It was suggested that the program be rolled out throughout Montmorency County (after discussion the idea was put on hold).  Art and Muriel will develop a LampLigthers brochure to be included in the packet.  Ruth suggested that the packets be distributed through WIC which may reach our target group.  Ruth will find out were WIC is located and how to contact them.

Success Is in the Bag overview was given by Lynn.  This proposed program would provide parents with a bag of teaching and activity materials for 3 years olds and pre-school 4 year olds.  Bags would be picked up at the Lewiston Library.  A strategy bag should be provided to parents so they know how to work with the materials.

Lynn updated the group about the phone meeting with Sue Sumampow, Lewiston/Joburg Head Start Coordinator.  They recruit children through school & health dept. referrals, common knowledge, flyers & notices in newspapers.  Head Start is a free program and provides bussing.  It provides a quality comprehensive pre-school program that meets federal requirements.  It includes pre-science, reading, math, writing, socialization skills and concepts, e.g., weather, calendar.  They do mental health & basic skills screening.

Ruth provided information on teaching tools used at Timbertown Day Care (see attachments).  The day care center and 4C’s have materials that we can use.  Ruth will get the head count of children at the day care center & co-op nursery school.

It was recommended that we try to get Even Start to come to Lewiston.

Diane advised that PTO meetings are a good place to give information packets to parents.  First PTC meeting is November 5th 1-6 p.m.  The new Lamplighter brochure and a sample of Books for Babies will be included on the table of materials manned by Ruth.

Dell will attend “Barry in a Box” during the Strategies for Instruction conference on October 6th in Indian River.

Next meeting will be on October 12th at 5 p.m. at the Lewiston Library.
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